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Restaurants

Jo 2l p=bo

Granduer Restaurant
059 9602213 &

ol asho

Palmera Restaurant
2864225 &

Ll pebo
Valencia Restaurant
2880400 &

Hojl Lgid ;6959 asho
Izmir Coffee shop & Res.
2883431'H&

puighl aohoe
Al Lotus Restaurant
059 9606061 &

S
Maatouq Restaurant
2826245 B

% matougrestaurant@hotmail.com
@ www.matougrestaurant.com

wtlio Ggg8g aeho
Delice Coffee Shop & Res.

2822569 W

vgadll 1aj aeho
Zahr Eleymon Restaurant
2881877 @

ity olw
Sami Pizza
2860913 &

0B ol 29/
Login Cafe
2822000 @

e llwly ... ¢llac Lanl
sadaf.ps

Gy 8

@ Directory ©

noy gif asho

Abu Baseer Restaurant
2837720 &

clyrall jgidll dgjang poho
Al KOUNOZ Al Khadra Res.
2869548 E

Heifa Restaurant
2841199 &

ineiilis
Ne'ama Pastries
2848036 T

galbll poho
Taboon Restaurant
2884880 &

alio Ligu (6g4g azhio
Mazaj Coffee House
2868035 &
info@mazaji.ps
Www.mazaji.ps
gje -guigyl peho
Roots Restaurant
2888999 =) 2888666 T

info@rootsclub.ps
www.rootsclub.ps

wugle cuylll pebo
Light House Restaurant
2884884 T

admin@gazalighthouse.com

e Hn

en

<]

lipill aoho

Laterna-Restaurant

2889882 = 2889881 &
info@laterna.ps
www.laterna.ps

Jguitu g ;0959 asbo
Senior coffee Shop & Res.
2888998 T

e[

Wlabl asho
Atfaluna Restaurant
2865558 = 2865557 &

&% Restaurant@atfaluna.net

O kil ©

{___JgaJl 6jc (§aio

Gaza International Hotel
2830005 &5 2830002 &

N crellon

Restaurants

J1aJl donlog pebo
Al-Dar Restaurant

2643344 £ 2624292 B

[GJiTat] g.gT,asxbn

Abu Hasera Restaurant
2881855 &

wuadll aebo
AlQuds Restaurant
2825181 %

jolyls p=bo
Carinos Restaurant
2866343 T

ol g (095
Coffee Shop Paradise
2837554 @

lgiul athe allo cliff psbo
Al-shawa Restaurant
2835088 @

dlawll pebo
Al-Sammak Restaurant
2840107 &

aolll p=bo
Badya Restaurant
2839339 @

J90dl5 aeho
Glamour Restaurant
2865128 @

gyl @Gaio

Roots Hotel

2863999 & 2834666 &
rootshotel2013@outlock.com

]

dpall Gaio

Aldeira Hotel

2838400 &= 2838100 &
info@aldeira.ps
www.aldeira.ps

en

ol (&b

Al Mashtal Hotel

2832510 & 2832500 &
mashtal@arcmedhotels.com

www.almashtalarcmedhotels.com

oqiall §aio

Al Mathaf Hotel

2858440 & 2858444 T
info@almathaf.ps

=R

e

www.almathaf.ps

(gl cuingl) ptinl @i
Beach Hotel - Orient House
2828604 = 2828008 &
&% orient_house@hotmail.com
@ www.beach-orient.com

02l (§aid
Adam Hotel & Restaurant
2825580 & 2823521 &

& Adamhotel@hotmail.com
@ www.adamhotelgaza.com

Sol pwasll gaio
AlQuds International Hotel
2822269 @

1939094l @2io
Commodore Gaza Hotel
2822623 & 2834400 T

info@commodregaza.com

en

www‘commudregaza.com
wugle bjlall (@aio
Marna House Hotel
2823322 & 2822624 W

marna_house_hotel@yahoo.com

4]

oubuuls @aib
Palestine Hotel - Gaza
2823355 @

&% palhotel@windowslive.com

wudly ailp Gaie
Grand Palace Hotel
2849497 £ 2849498 T

% info@grandpalace.ps
@ www.grandpalace.ps
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Fitness Centers

aslyll jaips sl
Friends Fitness

2844888 W
& info@friendsfitness.ps

Sjg)
ClubRozy
28487118

galijgi
Tornado
2825604 &

& tornadogyml1@hotmail.com

a0y
Power Gym

2833667 &

A palgn
Golden Gym

2833353 @

S SAlLnE

Airline Offices

pouullg dslwd) pns 1l
Luxor Tourism
2889556 &

o hussein@luxor-tours.com
@ www.luxar-tours.com

g dnlwl) opall
Al Shorafa Co. for Tourism
2860616 - 2827842 @

spasllg asllg jaudlg doluwl) L gidio
Mushtaha Co. for Tourism
2843744 - 2822575 @

syomllg anlle poullg dsluul) Gulb ]
Atlas International for Tourism
2840435 - 2842336 @

aolpul) oyl

Isleem Tourism
2869974 &

@ Directory ©

uaall &ao
Al Mofeed Pharmacy
2844000 &

clodill dao
Al Shefaa Pharmacy
2645202 &

adipll gl aauo
Ebn Elhaytham Pharmacy
2872120 &

. Aill yowell adi
Specialized Optical Hospital
2866046 B

Jlab il (oAl pnill 0.0 ulo
Al-Nasr Hospital for Children
2879641 &

ouadill i
Al-Quds Hospital
2842278 - 2641910 &

info@mazaji.ps
Www.mazaji.ps

831Ugll (s3go adiuo
Mahdi Hospital
2822514 @

dolell doasll dyman
Public Aid Society

2822058 = 2847883 &
% info@pah.ps
@ www.pah.ps

ole Uwly .. ellac canl
{< £ 360@sadaf.ps
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ouiliall elail cuy
Eltiga Artists House
2843388 £ 059 9882358 &
% info@eltiga.com

@ www.artistshouse.net
awolsill j5lpall olall slaidl
Gaza Union of Cultual Centers
2860874 & 2835883 &

W guccpall@hotmail.com
@ www.guccpalorg

ool Cuulga 410
Holst Cultural Center

2808896 & 2810476 &
% adelfacih@hotmail.com

gnl.o.dl lgdull 5Ly jApo0
Rashad Shawwa Cultural Ce.
2868965 &b 2864599 B

% shawacenter@hotmail.com
@ www.mogaza.org

oleall gall - 6j¢ go vyl
Windows From Gaza For Cont. Art
059 9781227 &
= info@artwfg.ps
@ www.artwfg.ps
oulsill Jilg Dl 510
Al Awael Education Center
059 5585550 &

% al-awael-center@hotmail.com

uipall ageall
Institut Francais de Gaza
2828811 =5 2867883 &

4 ccigaza@consulfrance-jerusalem.org

Wlauo g Whiediuo

Hospoitals & Pharmacies

o)lo glall
Al Helo Pharm
2838211 @

otisell gf &y
Abo Al Enen Pharmacy
2866391 @

aoliall o
Al Karama Pharmacy
2875545 &

N gu08

Insurance

colil) 6ol drallell @540
Global United
2968889 & 2882931 &

@ www.gui.ps
owolill oy @54k
TRUST
2823446 T

info@trust-pal.com
www.trustpalestine.com

owolil) jiloll @8y
Al-Moltazem
2889892 T

en

@ www.miips
ayibgll gaolill @dyd
National Insurance
2824447 T

Nic@nic-pal.com

en

www.nic-pal.com
ouolill @yl dcgaqall
National Insurance Group
2824015 & 2824035 &

info@aig.ps
www.aig.ps

e
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Cultural Centers

Jabl glball j440
Qattan Center for the Child
2839929 & 2839939 @

info@gcc.gattanfoundation.org
www.qattanfoundation.org/gcc

en

Cuwaoll S0
AMIDEAST
2869338 & 2824635 T

westbank-gaza@amideast.org

=04

www.amideast.org
wopllg ggiall dys
Arts & Crafts Village
2846405 & 2846405 T

rtvi@hotmail.com

S

www.gazavillage.org
byl 0ladl 3ol
British Council
2820512 & 2825574 &

& ps_info@britishcouncil.org.ps
@ www.britishcouncil.org/ps

& il Gl g ggigll g aslaill duean
Culture, Arts and Folklore Center
2856484 5 2845444 T

4 capha@gov.ps
@ www.capha.org.ps
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Taxi Services

lauo Sluwsl
Sayda Taxi
2626266 B

Spmlall sl
Cairo Taxi
2862299 - 059 9332240 &

Cigpy Oluwsl
Beirut Taxi
2828286 B

Judl el
El Neel Taxi
2626262 B

Al Clowsl
Al Kenz Taxi
2865933 - 059 9852519 &

ol Sl
Paris Taxi
2858530 &

Sbaiwdl Gl
Al Sendebad Taxi
2822154 &

Jorall cluwsl
Al Karmel Taxi
2455030 @

Sabpll sl
Al Gherbawi Taxi
2863133 &

alac ciluwAl
Emad Taxi
2865390 @

olgll Ciluwdl
Alwan Taxi
2882495 &
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0lg3] 2040 2l
Zeyad Mourtaga Bros
2866562 &

4 www.z-mourtaga.ps

@ www.alqudwa.ps

6gaall aaal clijl &
Ahmad Algudwa Sons Company
2823933 - 1700500000 &

% Info@alqudwa.ps
@ www.algudwa.ps

&glall 8jgo Il puall Bpeo
Al khabeer Center

059 5888828 &
¥ psama.madi.om@gmail.com

dglall 8jgo1ll Jibgo oggj oy

Zoom Center
2889271 &

gl tiloas

: Logistic Services

(spathd doloy &510
Ymama Delivery
2889797 &
¥ info@ymama.ps
@ www.ymama.ps
gl cileaad all
Delta International Logistic
2834886/776 £ 2830554 &

¥ deltak@deltagaza.com
@ www.deltak@deltagaza.com

il el g
Arab Co. for Shipping
2837573 @

Business Services

Cljliriw ) éuallell 11
Al-Athar Global Conusulting
2883377 @

s ageo

Career institute

2844353 &
% info@career-me.com
@ www.career-me.com
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Gift Shops

dolell jlaill liblam a5ph
Hadayana Co.
2821021 &

Lgiigjlo
Maro Shop
2848555 &

gil4jlo
Marcato
2889225 &

lpiguiqy Cullao
Bonboneera
05% 9705807 &

oo
Maryam
2846768 &

O pill caniall
Eastern Museum
2860515 @

% plstineforever@hotmail.com

dygls 6jgal 510

Mobile Stores

City Phone
2888988 &

ayglall go Il po d5ph
Jebreel Company
2825559 @

aiglall 61510 Jias J8y0
Kuhail Center
2889914 &

B cu5jlopgu

Grocery Stores

gio Cjlopgu
Metro Supermarket
1700700600 &

i C15)lopgu
Steps Market
2896664 T

duadaidll Jao
Al Andalusia Mall
2880800 &

wobiysll ciblopgu
Al Qeshawi Supermarket
2822256 &

wilall gl Cisjlopga
Abu Al Kas Supermarket
2860880 &

8ol cusjlopgu
Al Sagga Supermarket
2823847 &

aupl cisjlopgu
Al Rabea Supermarket

2633344 T

dyybill o oo
Hassan Supermarket
2888244 T

8j¢ Jgo
Gaza Mall
2884493 T

Olubll cadjlopguw
Al Tayebat Supermarket
2841434 @

8l cud)lopgu
Al Zebda Supermarket
2627493 @




Bank of Palestine

2865667 &b 2843039 &
%4 bopl@bankofpalestine.com

@ www.bankofpalestine.com
ouaall eli
Al quds Bank

2979955 &h 2826176 &
™ Quds@qudsbank.ps
@ www.qudsbank.ps

Gl el

Arab Bank

2839555 &5 2824739 &

% CustomerCare-Palestine@arabbank.ps
@ www.arabbank.ps

alac dpalall cliy

Cairo Amman Bank

2821088 & 2821077 &

& customercare@cab.ps
@ www.cab.ps

itblall o tbw g1 elidl
Palestine Islamic Bank
2825269 &5 2827360 &
% pr@islamicbank.ps

@ www.islamicbank.ps
iboaall syl il
Palestine Commercial Bank
2825816 &b 2825226 B

@ www.pcb.ps

0wl el el
Arab Islamic Bank
2825955 &

alb@aibnk.com

www.aibnk.com
Jigaillg 8jlaill gl Ul eliy
Housing Bank for Trade and Finance

2826342 &
info.pal@hbtf.com jo

e[

&N

www.hbtf.com

el spooll gyl el
Egyptian Arab Land Bank
2821099 & 2822104 &

@ www.eal-bank.com
{;Dilm_‘ll\ (JJ.ngI iyl
Islamic National Bank

2881184 & 2881183 &
% info@inb.ps
@ www.inb.ps

@ Directory ©

vl pow
Safeer Elhop
2864260 &

gl
Lotas
2864847 B

ja)
Rooz
2822719 &

olid
Lebanon
2834207 &

g Jlajf
Solitare Flowers
2865141 &

sul jlajl
Al-Rabi' Flowers
2842801 @

paloall
Al-Jamaheer Flowers
2833917 @

obuuls Jlﬁﬁ
Palestine Flowers
2834174 &

ol jlaff
Lepnan Flowers
2834207 &

RYENTFEY
Al Narges Flowers
059 9342789 &
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wilol polg4
Amani Hairdresser
26282 B

Juoaill = llgll j540
Al-Wala' Beauty Center
2874837 &

Juaoill posll &l yollo
Lailat Al-Omor Beauty Salon
2886639 T

Jronill el jgo j5p0
Al-Hour Al-Ein Beauty Center
2623076 &

Jladllg danll sjg) 1540
Rozy Center
2848611 - 2848711 - 2848811 &

il poli Cuilao

Car Rental Offices

aljlud | polil Ggjlall aspd
Al-Faroug For Cars Renting Co.
2842755 - 2838887 W

il ol gojraioll a5
Al-Motamayezon For Renting Cars Co.
2836358 @

] poli) gl
Lodhon For Renting Cars
2822628 '@

il palil 8y
Yafa For Renting Cars
2825127 &

Gle liluly .. elloc cori
{ << 360@sadaf.ps

ol iy gul il
Laundary and Dry Clean

2822310 &
Rates by hours: 25

Ligjyy I
Al-Areezona Co. Dry Clean
2842866 W&

Rates by hours: 25

s slja bl
Al-Azayzeh Dry Clean
059 986863 T

Rates by hours: 20

o5 sy gyaill
Al-Nawras Dry Clean
2868431

Rates by hours: 20

ool
Al-Shaheen Dry Clean

2846555 &
Rates by hours: 25

Al-Shanti Express Dry Clean
2826184 T

Rates by hours: 20

alac guls (sl
Imad Dry Clean
2839637 @

Rates by hours: 20

o3 2 algad] pualis
Shaheen Bros. Dry Clean
2875909 @

Rates by hours: 20

S J4aai jalpo

Beauty Shops

210 polgd
Farah Hairdresser
2838031 @

olall pslgs
Elham Hairdresser
2868528 &
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Caft francais

@ Directory ©

Translation Offices

djalaigl sl 3jgausql j540
The Oxford Eng. Cen. (OEC)
2626119 &
& Info@oec.ps
@ www.oec.ps
il dyilbypll duayals 1l
The British Academy of Lan.
2635113 & 2634901 B
w4 info@bal-academy.ps
@ www.bal-academy.ps
Olel) ol (50
Salam Center for Languages
2864663 @&

ilsll gl 31 450
Al-Alson Office for Tra.
2846731 @

% alalson-translation@hotmail.com

O kil ©

oqleill &wwdo
Welfare Association
2837757 &b 2869881 &
i welfare@jwelfare.org
@ www.welfareassociation.org
Jebll 5lai] dakio
Save the Children
2881018 & 2861171 &

@ www.savethechildren.org
dagall pd duuwgo
CARE International
2820470 ¢=h 2820450 %
care@carewbg.org
www.carewbg.org
ol I @le
Islamic Relief Society

2844606 & 2833343 &
info@irpal.ps
www.irpal.ps
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Computer Stores

Uilogleoll boglgisill by
PDX Information Technology
2882236 &5 2882235 %
¥ info@pdx.ps
@ www.pdx.ps
wuasll aspd
Jerusalem Company
2824446 = 2824445 T

¥ |nfo@jit-co.ps
@ wwwjit-co.ps
il G sl
IT Partners
2839911 - 2839921 @

™ info@itp.ps
@ www.itp.ps
Fguadll .. Jlag a9y
Jamal 2000 Est. for Computer
2820660 &

Haunsll égall
Dawliah Computer
2820857 @

Houasll saglljgi
Noor Al-Huda

2863911 &

Local organizations

aaitllg &l W @logl aymos
Al Wefaq Relief and Development Society
2833240 & 2833260 &
w4 Info@alwefag.ps
@ www.alwefaq.ps
anll Wlebl &m02
ATFALUNA Society For Deaf Children
2865468 b 2828495 T

¥ Info@atfaluna.ps
@ www.atfaluna.net

w2aiall Jislill alogll dyonn
ElWedad Society for Community Rehabilitation
2866110 & 2641958 &
W mail@elwedad.org
@ www.elwedad.org
8j¢ clbe duwna
Give Gaza Organization
2826480 & 2826480 &
¥ info@givegaza.org.ps
@ www.givegaza.org.ps
auaiillg plbull dlac deos
Justice for Peace and Development
2825973 &
% adalaa.org@gmail.com
@ www.adalaa.org
alyall avigitall ciljliriw g Gilal (910
Center for Women's Legal Research & Consulting

2856354 b 2856357 T
&% Cwlrc-pal@hotmail.com
@ www.cwlrc.ps

o)l yaillg Jalill 631y eqpito
asledl sgd golauiil
2641422 &y 2641421 T

W info@irada.ps
@ www.irada.ps

gl gl dumoes
YMCA Gaza Palestine
2861971 @

info@ymcagaza.org

e

Www.ymcagaza.org

ddga vilahio

International Organization

195 o
Mercy Corps
2826331 & 2862634 T

@ www.mercycorps.org
olball 530
Al-Qattan Center
2833541 @

% info@gattanfoundation.org
@ www.gattanfoundation.org
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Falafel is not simply an original street food but also a
good topic for cultural and political discussions. While
Palestinians believe that falafel originated in Palestine
long before the existence of Israel, many Israelis claim
Falafel as their national dish. Nonetheless, Falafel is now
considered, broadly speaking, a “Middle Eastern”
traditional food, eaten by people of all segments of
society.

In Gaza, you can find a falafel shop nearly in every street.
But if you want the most authentic, delicious Falafel, you
should visit the famous Abu Talal stall, one of the oldest
falafel vendorsinthe strip.

There, the falafel is freshly fried before your eyes and
they are large and tasty.

Falafel consists of main ingredients such as chickpeas,
cilantro, dill, parsley, garlic cloves, hot green chilies,

cumin, and coriander.
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It's usually served with tahini, onions, sliced tomatoes,
chili paste (filfil mat’hoon) and assorted pickles.

The love of food doesn't stop here.. Gazans' best
breakfast usually involves more...

A smooth, warm hummus, topped with a hearty paste of
dried broad beans, is a popular breakfast in Gaza.

Hummus is a delicious Middle-Eastern dip made from
boiled chickpeas, lemon juice, and tahini sauce which is
served as an appetizer with pita bread.

It's also served as part of a mezze or as an
accompaniment to falafel and ful.

Ful, the dish of cooked and mashed fava beans, is usually
eaten with hummus.

This bean dish is very healthy and full of protein and fiber
because of the use of the beans as the main component.

Also, it is very flavorful with the addition of the lemon
juice and garlic.

Sahtein Wehana...




| am currently in Malaysia, doing awareness-raising talks
for Gaza. A few days ago | visited a Palestinian cultural
centre in Kuala Lumpur. Putting aside the darkness of
politics, | was warmly welcomed with great hospitality. One
of my hosts was middle aged Mr. Mohammed, who moved to
Malaysia three years ago to write his Ph.D. in teaching. On
meeting him, the second | saw his face, | knew he was from
Gaza. He certainly looked like a Palestinian Arab, and in
hindsight | could have guessed he was from southern Gaza,
but his eyes and face were full of Gazan light and it
absolutely captivated me.

The sparkle in his eyes and his very Gazan beauty of spirit
were what told me he was from Gaza. It's impossible not to
love our brothers and sisters who exhibit the highest of
human qualities and enlightened states, especially when
they welcome us into their fold to join in their righteous and
just struggle for basic human rights and for a just order on
their land.

There is of course a profound and widely-found
psychological pain that afflicts many Gazans. A handful of
friends of mine in Gaza have expressed their wish that they
had been martyred in Gaza; that is, killed during wartime as
innocent non-combatants. Such wishes appear alongside
downturns in faith, with people simply yearning for relief
from life in this world. Many in Gaza suffer from episodes of
profound depression and existential psychological pain. The
presence of such mental health problems should shock no
one, given Gaza's well-known history of physical, economic,
political and historical insecurity.

Yet, despite the widespread clinical depression that exists
among adults and its youth, it's again remarkable that

depressive states of mind are often articulated with the
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most beautiful, poetic and profound language. Finally, when
depression subsides, it gives way to an astonishingly
beautifuland gleaming light of faith and hope.

It's Gaza's people who make its spirit. The presence of this
spiritis no natural phenomenon. It is borne out of profound
pressure and under great conscientious pain, with
incredible human will, belief, unshakable faith in God,
infused with great patience. This is humanity. Welcome to

Gaza.

Harry Fearis anindependent British filmmaker-activist and
freelance journalist. He is also co-director of the Welcome
to Gaza Convoy. @harryfear

v@azzq Fear

86



ol Vil

While some believe that remarking upon Palestinians’
surprising spirit and shocking steadfastness, is patronising
romanticism, others see it as simply respectfully identifying
Palestine's unique secret for survival.

Gaza's strong and beautiful spirit propels the besieged
population forward after every terrifying war and worrying
escalation, rising it up to regain hope and drive. The spirit of
Gaza is clearly found among its people, and not in the
realpolitik of its political factions.

Of course, identifying the beautiful spirit among the people
in Gaza, is to dip in the pool of generalisation, but seeking
anthropological, psychological and spiritual awareness and
analysis is an obligation for those of us who want to explore
reality and act with wisdom within it.
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| visited the Israeli Occupation entity back in 2010. | cannot
say that | found such a spirit among the majority of the
population living in the 1948 Palestinian Territories. The
Zionist population are in fact increasingly racist, militant
and indoctrinated as a population.

Having travelled around 20 countries, | cannot say that |
have found the spirit of light, resilience and patience shining
brighter thanin Gaza.

Although it's true that all of us as humans are generally
subject to an inbuilt drive to survive under all
circumstances, and to acclimatise ourselves to any
situation, such an innate drive cannot alone explain the
purity, openness, sweetness and nur (spiritual light) in
ordinary Gazans' hearts and faces.
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The Beauty

of Gaza

Gaza flourishes, despite decades of occupation, because of
its precious spirit. This incredible and remarkable spirit is
found among ordinary people in the betrayed and besieged
Strip. It is often acknowledged under the narrower term of
steadfastness ('sumoud'). It steals the attention of visiting

foreign delegations and Palestine activists the world over.

i
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We must acknowledge beauty where beauty exists. Beauty
does not exist in occupation. Only ugliness exists in hideous
occupation, state terrorism and its sly and hypocritical and
manipulative propaganda. Only evil exists in violence,
supremacism and greed.

The ordinary people of Gaza offer those of us from the
increasingly mono-cultural spiritually-out-of-touch
‘developed’ Western states, aninsightinto a different kind of
humanity. There remains a purity and hope in people's
hearts. Cynicism appearsrarely.




probably the least effective path in improving the situation,
and that we must find an alternative. Of course, he was the
best example of that: so far from politics, yet more effective
in his field and inimproving the situation than most, if not all,

of our politicians.

Accordingly, | volunteered at TIDA, a strategic studies center
that Dr. Eyad established in Gazain 2010-the first of its kind.
One of the center’'s main objectives was to break the mental
siege that is imposed on Gaza through connecting with
intellectuals from around the world, such as Noam
Chomsky and Rachid Khalidi, and by connecting students
from Gaza with students around the world. Later in 2010, a
group of my friends and | started "Diwan Ghazza"- an
unofficial voluntary cultural imitative that uses passion and
positive energy instead of money to run several clubs,
including book exchange, film, photography, astronomy,
and debate clubs, which are attended by hundreds of people
in Gaza. Dr. Eyad was one of the biggest supporters of our
initiative- despite his illness, he would call us on an almost
daily basis to discuss ideas and suggestions. Through Dr.
Eyad's support, we were able to organize a talk for Prof.
Chomsky with Diwan Ghazza, as well as several other
activities.

a3

Never did Dr. Eyad hesitate to give advice and guidance to us
along the way, as he saw that our activities also aimed at
breaking the mental and cultural sieges on Gaza. At times,

when the gloom of the situation got the better of us, he

would provide us with hope from an anonymous source, as
if he grew it in his backyard. He would insist that he derives
hope from young people, yet we would go to him in a state of
utter depression! Now when | think of it, it seems like Dr.
Eyad indirectly taught us how to seek hope even in the most
dark situations and to never let go of it, asitis one of the very
few things leftin our possession.

With that said, | will not allow sadness to be the theme of
your parting. We have no time to be sad. You spent your life,
until the very last minute, fighting for the cause you adopted
since your young years, so what is our excuse? We promise
you to get to the Gaza that we long envisioned and imagined,
and dreamed of together.




How could it be that a person who spent his life diagnosing
the psychological suffering of a community driven to
insanity by long years of suffering, a person who saw and
heard psychological cases that Sigmund Freud could not
have imagined in his wildest dreams, be the only source of
hope for the same community? Was hope the treatment fee
paid to him by society? Or was hope a professional
condition? Was he able to derive hope in the future from the
present pain?

I met Dr. Eyad many years ago, as he was a close friend of
my father for as long as | could remember. To my young
ears, their conversations always seemed to take placein a
different world. They would dive into discussions on
intricate topics under many themes, but most importantly,
Gazawas always the highlight of their conversations.
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| became a student at the American International School in
Gaza when it first opened in 2000, with Dr. Eyad as the
Chairman of its BOD. The school wasn't only a school: it was
more like a micro experiment lab for policies and politics
that would later expand to the whole Strip: the Israeli
occupation attacked the school many times starting in 2001

and prevented supplies from entering (books, etc), and

eventually bombed it in 2008, the Palestinian Authority
ignored the school and disregarded its responsibility as an
authority after 2007, and the Hamas government removed
the rubble that the school turned into and is waiting for
Qatar to build a new school on the land. In short, the school
from 2001-2007 was a micro example of today’'s Gaza.

During those years, Dr. Eyad was the only person we could
count on for solving the school's endless problems. He used
to fight not only for AISG, but for education everywhere, and
would teach us how to fight along. | remember that we, a
group of AISG students, and Dr. Eyad were in Cairo
coincidentally at a time when the school was facing a dire
financial situation that might have led toits closure. Dr. Eyad
then arranged for a meeting between us and Egyptian
businessman Nassef Sawiris, during which we discussed
the situation with Sawiris. At the end of the meeting, Sawiris
vowed to help and he wrote us a check with the amount
required to overcome the problem.

Dr. Eyad’'s support and contact was constant as | became a
student of political science at the American University in
Cairo. During those years, he would encourage my AISG
alum classmates and myself to excel at university and to
return to Palestine in order to pursue our dreams, and
hopefully contribute to improving the situation. When |
returned to Gaza and my dreams of becoming a diplomat
were shattered by the reality of the situation, Dr. Eyad gave
me immense help and advice on dealing with reality and
avoiding depression. He convinced me that politics is
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